The treatment consisted in the application of leeches to the orifice of each meatus, free counter-irritation over the mastoid processes, from which a discharge was kept up for nearly two months, and in the administration of mercurials so as gently to affect the mouth, and followed by quinine and codliver oil, etc.
This patient was seen about three months ago. His hearing remained perfect, and his general health Avas much improved.
5. Catarrh of Middle Ear with discharge, through the Membrana Tympani.? Mary Ford, set. 11, daughter of the above patient, has had a discharge from the right ear for two months. Attacks of earache, followed by deafness, had existed more or less for some weeks previous to the appearance of the discharge from the ear.
The hearing distance is three inches. The meatus is red and tender, and contains much thickened epithelium. The membrana tympani is also thickened, and has a macerated appearance; opposite the opening of the Eustachian tube is a very small perforation in the membrana tympani, through which a mucous discharge is seen coming from the cavity of the tympanum. The mucous membrane of the fauces is thick and red, and the tonsils are enlarged. Air passes, however, freely into the tympanum. Taylor, set. 12; Jan. 29.?About three years ago, first had attacks of earache, followed by temporary dulness of hearing. These attacks increased in frequency, and were generally followed by slight discharge, which for some time ceased spontaneously after a week or two. For the last twelve months, a however, the discharge lias been profuse, and latterly, her hearing has become much impaired. The watch is heard on application to the right ear, and at the distance of six inches from the left. The right Eustachian tube is impermeable, the left free.
In the right meatus are several small polypi, filling up the inner half of the passage, and concealing the membrana tympani. In the left is a polypus the size of a large bean. This was removed by Wilde's snare, and the smaller growths in the right ear were broken up as much as possible, and when the bleeding had ceased they were touched by the galvanic cautery. The subsequent progress of the case was satisfactory. The remains of the polypi were touched twice a-week, sometimes with one escharotic, sometimes with another.
Upon the whole, the nitrate of silver, though somewhat slow in its operation, was the best.
The strong nitric acid answered very well. A small pellet of cotton wool held in Wilde's ear-forceps was dipped into the acid, and then applied through the speculum. In this way the smallest polypus or granulation may be touched without the slightest fear of the acid spreading upon the sensitive walls of the meatus. The potassa cum calce was also used ; but it did not answer so well, causing more pain than either the nitrate of silver, nitric acid, or the galvanic cautery.
At the end of two months the discharge had ceased. The hearing distance had increased to five feet in the right ear, and to three feet and a half in the left. The membrana tympani, however, remained in both ears somewhat dull and thick. the head, felt a sensation of something bursting in the ear. This was followed by discharge from the ear, and for the last two or three days there has been considerable pain.
The meatus contains a good deal of mucous discharge, on removing which there is seen to be a rupture in the membrana tympani, the aperture extending from the tubercle of the malleus downwards to about half-way between it and the inferior margin of the membrane. The edges of the" opening were washed with a weak solution of nitrate of silver, and in the course of ten days the aperture had closed.
He returned on the 28th, having got a fresh cold, with pain and discharge from the ear. The opening had increased in size and the edges were thickened; the rest of the membrana tympani was also red and inflamed. Two leeches were applied to the orifice of the meatus, and a blister over the mastoid process, and the ear was kept carefully clean by means of the syringe. After six weeks the opening had again closed, but the membrana tympani had fallen in towards the promontory, and the watch was only heard at the distance of four inches from the ear.
65. Chronic Inflammation of Meatus and Membrana Tympani.?Mrs Watt, set. 50. Has been dull of hearing for many years. Within the last six months has got very deaf, and suffers from great itchiness of the ears, with slight clear discharge. On inspection the walls of the meatus were found to be in a state of chronic inflammation, and to contain much thickened cuticle. The membranse tympani were also much thickened and white. The unhealthy state of the meatus was improved, and the itchiness relieved by a few washes of a twenty-grain solution of the nitrate of silver, and considerable improvement of the hearing followed, the precise hearing distance, however, not being stated.
66. Complete Deafness after a Fever.?John Melvin, set. 5; a deaf-mute; a healthy-looking child, of healthy parents.?He heard quite well, and was speaking pretty distinctly till about two years ago, when he had a fever; which, his mother says, went to his brain. When he came out of the fever he was observed to be deaf, and latterly he has lost what speech he had. On examination both membranse tympani are seen to be perfectly healthy.
67. Polypi in both Ears?Loss of Membrana Tympani.?John Parker, set. 21. ?When six years of age had scarlet fever, followed by measles. Since then he has been very deaf, and has had a profuse discharge from both ears. From time to time for many years back, pieces of polypi, as they appeared externally, have been extracted by various surgeons in different parts of the country, but the benefit derived from their removal has always been very temporary. He is by trade an engineer, and suffers so much from giddiness, that he is unfit for any work which requires his ascending any height. Even when a few feet above the ground, he is afraid of falling. He has also severe attacks of pain in the ears and head when the discharge does not readily escape. The amount of matter discharged is very great. He thinks it must amount to several ounces a-day. At present the hearing distance is contact on both sides, and he requires to be spoken to in a loud voice within a foot of his head ere he can hear.
Both passages were filled with masses of firm polypi. These were removed as much as possible from week to week till the meatus was pretty well cleared in both ears. What remained was touched generally with the solid nitrate of silver, sometimes with the strong nitric acid. He attended the dispensary regularly once a-week, coming a long distance from the country, and at the end of six months he was much improved. The hearing distance of the left ear had increased to fourteen inches ; the meatus was cleared of the polypi, and the mucous membrane of the middle ear was in a healthy state ; the discharge had much diminished, and was merely slightly mucous, requiring the use of the syringe only once in the two days. The By the daily use of the syringe, an occasional washing of the meatus and membrana tympani with a weak solution of nitrate of silver, and mild counterirritation, the parts gradually resumed a healthy appearance ; the opening in the membrana tympani closed, and in six. weeks the hearing was restored.
